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Student Learning Outcomes Assessment Research and
Practice in American Higher Education

LIU Sheng—tao

Abstract: Student learning outcomes assessment has been the most important way of quality assurance
in American higher education. The National Institute for Learning Outcomes Assessment (NILOA) focuses
on such topics as outcomes setting, motivation, supporting factor, measurement method and result using
in recent years. The studies conducted by NILOA show that student learning outcomes assessment culture
has been built and lots of strategies and measurement tools have been developed in American higher
education. Specifically, driven by the external and internal motivation, most of the institutions have
made assessment policy, built assessment organizations, set student learning outcomes, and use indirect
and direct, institutional level and classroom level measurement methods. Meanwhile, there are several
challenges in student learning outcomes assessment, such as, higher quality measure tool, more useful
data analysis method, broader participation of more teacher and staff, and practical using of result for
improvement are needed.

Key words: America; higher education; quality guarantee; learning outcomes assessment; learning
evaluation; quality improvement
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